Hoosier Daddy - A Mule With Rank
by Cindy K Roberts

There are great leaders among us. Leaders that have fought for the commonwealth of our
country. Leaders that are known for having been superb masters,
possessing power and charisma. They are respected by many. | am
speaking of Generals that have served as leaders with troops made
of backbone, brawn and muscle to move a nation to greatness. | am
speaking of individuals with vast fortitude and magnificent strength to
act upon and drive a nation forward. A leader with the supreme
influential power that also has the courage and ability to rule many.
This nation has been blessed with many leaders of greatness.

" Generals and Presidents such as President Ronald Reagan, General
Joe Shelby, General Robert E. Lee, General and President George
Washington . . . and now an exceptional mule of rank by the name
of, “Hoosier Daddy.”
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Previously scoffed and laughed by many,  this big sorrel
gelding has climbed the mountain of success over the last several . 4
years. Hoosier Daddy is shown in Western and English, hunter |
under saddle, equitation and also as a ranch riding mule by Cori
Basham. With more than two High Point titles along with several
World Champion titles - Hoosier Daddy is (pardon the pun)
kicking ass and taking names, so to speak. Yes, he is in the
exceptional mule category and has achieved greatness.

Despite his achievements and success Hoosier Daddy
considers himself your every day “Joe.” During his average
humble work day, Hoosier Daddy works at the stock yards where ,
he pushes cattle and opens gates with his trainer, Loren Basham &
(Pair-A-Dice Mule Farm) of Belle, Missouri. It's a job and some
mule has to do it.

Hoosiers’ roots go back all the way to a hybrid tre ein
Indiana. “That was his name when we bought him,” says Loren, “he came out of Indiana. |
just thought it was fitting. | am not one to go changing names — it's hard enough to remember
the [original] names of the mules to begin with - much less go and changing them.” And so,
Hoosiers’ life was reborn when he was adopted into the Basham family as a three-year-old.
The plan was for Hoosier to be used as a show mule for Loren’s daughter, Cori. The big



mule is now nine years old and the entire family has claimed Hoosier to be their own - he’s in
demand and he definitely “wears the pants in this family.” As Loren puts it, “He’s got his place
in the barn and nobody else gets it.”

Measuring at more than 15.2 and a tad
shy of 1200 Ibs. of hybrid steel, this mule
gives an exceptional performance and he
wears his saddle well. At equine events,
the bleachers are filled with Hoosier
Daddy fans that cheer and photograph
| his performances - yes he has reached
his own celebrity status. Loren puts it this
way. “He’s kind of a different cat - he’s
Malways been willing and he’s never been

: “afraid of anything. He’s not built to be the
~"Sbest athlete but he has a lot of heart.”

So much heart that Hoosier Daddy
became a qualified athlete to compete
. : - at the Craig Cameron Extreme Cowboy

@™ ... . _we=== -  _RacesinJune 2007. Hoosier Daddy
recelved the official invitation from RFD-TV as though he were from royalty - without the
crown. He did so well that Loren took Hoosier to a smaller competitive event in lowa (similar
to the Extreme Cowboy Races) so he could tune up for the November 2007 finals. The
hybrid power machine did so well that he received another invitation to go back to the
Extreme Cowboy Races held at the Saddle and Sirloin in Kansas City, Missouri in March of
2007.

Not letting all of this success stuff going to his head, Loren sets the record straight with a
practical side of training a mule for high profile performances. “You have to work with a broke
animal. Hoosier Daddy has a ‘Loren mode’ and a ‘Cori mode’. He is her mule and he knows
it,” says Loren. “He is a big pet. We don’t feed him treats or anything - but he is family and
he knows it. He’s [also] the most laid back John mule I've ever had. He doesn’t boss
anybody, he doesn’t chew on anything and most of the time he stays by himself. He’'s not a
worrier - he doesn’t have to be with anybody. | pony a lot of colts on him; he’s not ill towards
the colts — he just does his job. We keep him in a pen by himself next to 30 others. He
doesn’t rule the roost. He’s just Hoosier.”



What does a celebrity mule athlete eat these days? Loren laughed, scratched his head
and said, “Well, brome grass hay - mostly oats. He’s an easy keeping mule; three flakes a
day is it and maybe five pounds of grain. You know, not very many saddle mules weigh over
1200 pounds.”

What inspired Loren to become a mule trainer? Truly it was a childhood dream. Loren
always rode mule colts for his mom and step dad during his youth and by the time he was
seventeen, Loren knew this was just meant to be. Loren explained, “I went to one clinic, a
Bill Smith clinic. That was a great learning experience for me. But when you start training,
you don’t have a whole lot of time to be going to different clinics and seminars. Pretty soon,
your own experience makes up for the difference.”

Experience has been the key to Loren Basham’s succe  ss. A proven mule trainer owning
several mules that have captured titles such as High Point Mule, All Around High Point Mule,
Reserve and World Champion, High Point Cattle Mule & Rider, World Champion Senior Mule
Hunter Hack World Champion Steer Stopping and more. “The whole deal with training mules
is you have to be adaptable.” says Loren. “You can’t have one set of rules to go by. What
works for one mule may not work for another. The end result is what | want, before | move on
they have to do a certain thing. | don’t care how I talk them into doing it, they have to do a
certain thing before | saddle ‘em or before | ride ‘em.”

What does the near future hold for Hoosier
Daddy? Loren has other colts to get started so
he won't be riding Hoosier much this Spring or
Summer. Instead, daughter Cori will haul his
“royal ass” to the Ohio NASMA. Mule Congress
in Jackson, Ohio . . . so that Hoosier Daddy, the
mule with rank can show his fans once again,
what he is made of. [Loren Basham can be
reached after dark at 573-859-6793. Hoosier
Daddy can be reached through his email
mules@socket.net. ]




